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Another Danube
Teaching lessons: 1 (45 minutes)
Subject: Slovak literature

Target group: students of Slovak Studies in Slovakia and abroad, students of Central
European Studies, students of last years of high schools

Learning objectives:
Students:

e meet the short story Druhy Dunaj (Another Danube) by Michal Hvorecky

e know the term climate fiction

e are able to identify the main characteristics of the genre climate fiction in the
short story Druhy Dunaj (Another Danube) by Michal Hvorecky

e can differentiate between reality and fiction in the short story

e are able to describe the beluga as an animal species

e are able to correlate the creation of a work of art with the real threats of the
climate crisis

e strengthen their critical thinking

Methods:

e individual reading of literature
e lecture
e group work

e individual work

Teaching aids:

e the short story Druhy Dunaj (Another Danube) by Michal Hvorecky

e board, projector, computer for the teacher

e students are provided with the short story in print or electronic version
e work sheet (see Appendix 1)
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Sources:

Hvorecky, Michal, 2021. Druhy Dunaj. In: Hvorecky, Michal: Cierny lev. Bratislava: Maren¢in
PT, s. 58— 68.

Appendix 2: MO SZR Sturovo: Vyza velkd. Huso huso. Available online:
https://www.mosrzsturovo.sk/vyza-velka/ [accessed 25.01.2023]

Preparation:

Students read the short story Druhy Dunaj (Another Danube) by Michal Hvorecky before the
lesson.

Learning procedure:
1. Introduction into the topic — 10 minutes

At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher will explain to the students the concept of
climate fiction — a new literary genre based on the genre of science fiction. Science fiction is
mostly about literary visions of human life in the future with the presence of scientific
knowledge and inventions of various kinds, and the emphasis is on humanity's technological
progress, which can be interpreted positively or negatively. A characteristic feature of
climate fiction is a bleak vision of the future, the basic premise for its depiction being natural
disasters or, in general, significantly altered climatic conditions that make it impossible for
people to lead their lives as they did before. The motif of the development of technology
centres mainly around ways to mitigate the effects of the climate crisis on humans and the
environment. A typical feature of climate fiction is also the connection with the reality in
which is contemporary for the author of the work.

2. Analysis of the short story — 35 minutes

The teacher asks the students to give a basic description of the work:
What is the time frame of the short story?

Who is the main character?

Where does the plot of the short story take place?

What is the basic plot line? Identify specific locations.

After answering the last question, the teacher points out that works of climate fiction
usually include factual elements. Therefore, the next task for students is to identify such
elements in the short story Druhy Dunaj (Another Danube).
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Possible answers: the occurrence of the beluga in the Danube, the geographical location of the
towns and the course of the Danube, the construction of the Iron Gates hydroelectric power
stations in Romania in 1972 and 1984, the method of fishing for the beluga.

In the short story many data from the way of life of the beluga are described, some of them
agree with scientific knowledge, but some of them are hyperbolized or modified by the
author. Therefore, the teacher asks the students to compare the characteristics of the
literary and real-life beluga. They can use the article by MO SZR Sturovo as a guide (see
resources and appendix 2). Students work independently, then check the results of the
comparison with the whole group. The teacher facilitates the discussion and corrects the
students' answers.

The narrative present is set in the future from the point of view of today's reader. The
teacher prompts students to summarise the different aspects of life in Europe in the future
that the author describes:

- air quality,

- water quality and the state of the Danube,
- the state of the Danube basin,

- man's relationship to the belugas.

In answering the last question, it is necessary to make a comparison between how the
treatment of the belugas is presented in the past and how it is presented in the narrative
present. Since the short story is written from the perspective of a fish, the teacher can
encourage students to present the development of the plot from the perspective of a
human and try to define what reasons might have led to the change in human attitude. In
this context, the teacher asks the students to interpret the meaning of the title of the short
story:

What does "another Danube" mean?
Is there an implicit or explicit explanation in the text?
4. Conclusion - 5 minutes

At the end, the teacher offers students the opportunity to express their subjective
impressions of the story. They may also be asked to comment on whether they consider
climate fiction of this type to be an effective tool for thematically addressing climate
change in society. A possible homework assignment is to produce a written report on the
work in which students summarise the various aspects discussed in class.
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Appendix 1
Another Danube

Work sheet

I. Characterise the work by answering the following questions:

1. Whatis the time frame of the short story?

2. Who is the main character?

3. Where does the plot of the short story take place?

4. What is the basic plot line? Identify specific locations.

Il. Identify the factual data in the work.
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ll. Identify true and literary modified information about the beluga as an animal
species.

reality short story

life expectancy

weight

livelihood

method of reproduction

sexual maturation

place of occurrence

hunting method

occurrence in Slovakia

IV. Based on the short story, describe what life in Europe will be like in the future.
Comment on the following aspects:

- air quality,

- water quality and the state of the Danube,

- the state of the Danube basin,

- man's relationship to the belugas

V. Compare man's treatment of beluga in the past and in the narrative present.

VL. Interpret the title of the work. Is there an implicit or explicit explanation in the text?
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Appendix 2

MO SZR Sturovo: Vyza velkd. Huso huso. Available online:
https://www.mosrzsturovo.sk/vyza-velka/ [accessed: 25.01.2023].

Vyza velka

latinsky: Huso huso
madarsky: Viza (Beluga)
anglicky: Beluga, Great Sturgeon

rad: Jesetery
Celad’ Jeseterovité
potrava: vSezZravec, dravec

dizka Zivota: mozna 200 rokov
pohlavna dospelost: 12-22 rokov
doba rozmnozovania: jar

bezna velkost: 150 aZ 600 cm
maximum: asi 850 cm

Rozpozndvacie znaky: hlava vybieha do velmi kratkeho 3picatého rypca

pred Ustami su 4 dlhé flzy visiace dole a dosahujuce k Ustam

Usta su obrovské, skoro cez celd Sirku hlavy

na chrbte, na bokoch a na rozhrani boku a brucha ma po rade kostenych Stitkov
relativna velkost stitkov s vekom klesa, medzi nimi je hola koZa

horny lalok chvostovej plutvy je ovela dIhsi neZ spodny

Obrovska jeseterovita ryba je nielen najvacsim druhom jeseterovitych ryb, ale i najvacésia znama
sladkovodna ryba planéty. Velké exemplare vyzy su vdaka svojej hmotnosti zrejme i vObec najvacsimi
pravymi rybami (Zraloci st paryby, z morskych ryb presahuje vyzu svojou maximalnou dizkou okolo
15 m hlistoun strieborny, ktory je ale velmi stihly).

Vyza Zije v Kaspickom, Ciernom, Azovskom a Jadranskom mori, k nereseniu tiahne do ich pritokov.
Od nepamiti bola lovena najprv pre maso, neskor hlavne pre ikry, z nich sa vyradba najkvalitnejsi
kaviar. Vysoké ceny tejto pochutky priviedli vyzu doslova k zdhube. Nadmerny lov odsudil obrovské
dlhoveké ryby dospievajtice vo veku okolo 20 rokov k pomalému vymieraniu. Po zavedeni zakonnej
ochrany pokracuje lov nezakonnymi sp6sobmi, pricom na Gizemi Ruska je pod kontrolou miestneho
organizovaného zlocinu. Na velkych riekach v 20. storoci vyrastli obrovské priehrady braniace rybam
v ceste na neresoviska. Nie je preto div, Ze areal rozSirenia tohto druhu sa vyrazne zmensil, len na
malo miestach mozZno povedat, Ze je tu vyza beznym druhom a gigantické exemplare lovené v
minulych storociach dnes patria do rise legiend.

Na nase Uzemie vyza vzacne prenikala do dolnej Moravy (asi naposledy bola ulovena 2 m dlha vyza v
Lanzhote roku 1916). V roku 1951 - 52 sa Udajne zdrZovala obrovska vyza v Dunaji naproti
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Palkovi¢ovu. Odhadnuté rozmery tejto ryby udavané literattrou (7,4 m / 500 kg) su jedna z
nezmyselnych kombinacii, s ktorymi je mozné sa obcas stretnut - vyza okolo 5 m uz vazi zhruba tonu.
Pokial si uvedomime, Ze ryba nebola ulovena a pri pozorovani vo vode muselo byt lahsie odhadnut
dizku (napr. porovnanim s dizkou ¢Ina), potom je zrejme skreslenym tdajom hmotnost. Ta by sa
musela v pripade dizky 7,4 m pohybovat okolo 1500 kg, i ked' ryby po prezimovani v rieke a dlhej
ceste na neresisko znac¢nu Cast povodnej vahy stratia.

Vyza sa od ostatnych jeseterovitych ryb na prvy pohlad liSi obrovskymi rozmermi Ustneho otvoru,
ktory sa po vysunuti meni v trubicu len o malo uzsiu nez je Sirka hlavy. Pohlad na vyzu s vysunutymi a
zasunutymi Ustami budi dojem, Ze ide o dve odlisné ryby.

Lov vyzy bol uskutocniovany do sieti, udicami a zrejme najvacsie exemplare sa lovili na Volge pod
[adom nabodavanim na dlhé tyce zakoncené hakmi. V pripade zahdkovania velkého exemplara bolo
treba spoluprace vacsieho poctu osbb, pretoze jednotlivec velkd rybu udrzat ani vytiahnut nedokazal.
Potom, ¢o bola ryba zaseknuta na niekolkych hakoch, bolo treba zvaésit otvor v lade a rybu vytiahnut
von. Pocet stratenych ulovkov iste nebol maly.

V sucasnosti zostali stabilné a Zivotaschopné populdcie vyzy uz zrejme len v rieke Ural a na dolnom
toku Volgy. Ryby tu Ziju aspon do istej miery ako za starych Cias a doposial sa tu vyskytuju jedinci s
hmotnostou niekolko sto kilogramov. Ich pocetnost dovoluje praktikovat i organizovany Sportovy
rybolov a prostrednictvom niektorych cestovnych kanceldrii je tento nevSedny zazitok spristupneny aj
nasim rybarom.

Zakladné udaje
Rozmery

Dizka

priemernd: 150 az 300 cm
obvyklé maximum: do 500 cm
rekordné hodnoty: asi 850cm

Hmotnost

priemernd: 30 az 200 kg

obvyklé maximum: do 1000 kg
rekordné hodnoty: kolem 2500 kg,

Vyskyt v CR

Krdel generacnych ryb pre pokusné tcely (chov v akvakulture, krizenie s inymi jesetermi) je chovany v
Mydlovaroch nedaleko Ceskych Budé&jovic.

Bioldgia druhu

Vacsinu roku Ziju vyzy v plytkych oblastiach mora, najma v blizkosti rie¢nych Usti. Casto sa pohybuju i
vo vodnom stipci. V riekach sa zdrzuju v hibokych miestach v prudnici.
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V mladosti prevazuju v potrave vyzy vodné bezstavovce, najma niektoré druhy kérovcov. S
postupujucim vekom sa stale viac objavuju v potrave mladych vyz ryby a dospelé exemplare uz su
vyslovene dravé. Svojimi rozmernymi Ustami dokdzu nasat i ryby o hmotnosti niekolko kg.
Pohlavnd dospelost nastupuje u tohto dlhovekého druhu pomerne neskoro - samce dospievaju vo
veku 12 - 14 rokov, samice v 16 - 22 rokoch. Do riek tiahnu vyzy k nereseniu v dvoch vinach. Jarna
"rasa" tiahne do riek skoro na jar, zatial o jesenna tiahne do dolného toku rieky poc¢as neskore;j
jesene, v rieke prezimuje a na jar tiahne do vyssie poloZzenych miest. Prave zimujuci jedinci jesennej
rasy uloveni na otvoroch v lade boli najvac¢simi tlovkami vyzy vébec. K nereseniu dochdadza v
hlbokych pradoch so $trkovym dnom na hibke 4 - 12, ale Gdajne i 40 m. Tieto na nae pomery
neskutocné Udaje ukazuju obrovské proporcie tokov, ktoré hostia najvacsie ryby planéty.

Na Dunaji boli neresiska jesennej rasy v slovenskom useku tejto rieky. Po postaveni priehrady Zelezna
brana boli tieto miesta vyzdm nedostupné a tak jesennd rasa prakticky zanikla. Ryby jarnej rasy sa
neresili v oblasti Zeleznej brany, ale postavenie priehrady malo neblahy dopad i na ne.

Vyza sa preslavila obrovskym poctom ikier, ¢o do poctu alebo aj ich hmotnostou. Ta moze casto tvorit
patinu hmotnosti samice a niekedy i omnoho viac - u velkych ikernaciek teda vela cez 100 kg. Na
pocet bol ich pocet u jedinej samice odhadnuty na 360 000 az 7 700 000 kusov.

Namahavu cestu na neresisko i produkciou ohromného mnozstva pohlavnych produktov si vyzy
nemo6zu dovolit kazdoroc¢ne. Priemerny interval medzi jednotlivymi neresmi je zhruba 5 rokov.
Vyznam vyzy je v prostredi, ktoré obyva, neprehliadnutelny. Je najvac¢sim rybim dravcom -
vrcholovym predatorom Ziviacim sa velkymi exempldarmi vacsiny rybich druhov. Pokial niekde
vymizla, je to nenahraditelnd Skoda - asi ako keby sa z nasich vod vytratila stuka alebo sumec.

Vo velkych riekach Eurdpy bol tah jeseterovitych ryb na neresoviska nevsednou udalostou.
Gigantické ryby staré desiatky a niekedy i vela cez sto rokov tiahly proti prddu a dlhé tisicrocia sa
neresili stale na rovnakych miestach. Rozmach nasej civilizacie tento UZasny prirodny ukaz behom
kratkej doby doslova vymazal z reality a dnes uz je malokto schopny si predstavit, o ¢o sme
nenavratne prisli.

Rozmery a rast

Vlyza je nielen jednou z najvacsich ryb, ale doziva sa i velmi vysokého veku. Storo¢né exemplare s
dizkou okolo 4 - 5 metrov nebyvali vynimkou, vek najstarsich exemplarov sa musel bliZit hranici 200
rokov. Urcenie veku tak velkych a starych ryb uz byva problematické. Vek samice z Kaspického mora
o dizke 4,9 m a hmotnosti 1004 kg bol odhadnuty na 91 - 101 rokov, samec z tej istej lokality dlhy 4 m
a vaziaci 725 kg bol stary dokonca 107 - 118 rokov.

Vobec najvacsie exempldre pozna dnes veda len z Utrzkovitych sprav o tlovkoch z 18. - 19. storocia.
Akdkolvek dokumentacia samozrejme chyba. Naj¢astejSie menovanymi parametrami pochadzajucimi
z tohto obdobia je kombinacia dizky 8,5 m a hmotnosti 2,5 t. Z jedného pramefia pochadza doslova
neuveritelny Udaj o vyze dlhej okolo 10 m s hmotnostou 3,2 t. Nakolko sa mu dnes da verit, je
otazkou. V sucasnosti su velké ryby vzacne, aj ked'isty pocet jedincov s hmotnostou okolo 1 t najma v
delte Uralu este mbze preiivat.

Samotny rast je pomerne rychly, desatro¢na vyza z Azovského mora merala 166 cm, dvadsatrocna
214 cm.
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Sportovy rybolov

Vyza sa lovi na poloZenu. Obvyklou ndstrahou su velké mrtve ryby alebo kusy ich tiel. Lovi sa bud’'v
prudnici rieky alebo v plytkych oblastiach Kaspického mora. Ako naradie sa pouzivaju sumcové alebo
morské pruty (pre lov proti prilivu, plaZzové alebo pilkerovacie by nestacili) osadené multiplikdtorom s
dostatocnou zasobou pletenej $nury alebo velmi silného vlasca s nosnostou 60 - 100 kg. Beznym
ulovkom su ryby o hmotnosti 50 - 150 kg. Lovi sa spdsobom "chyt a pust".

The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from
International Visegrad Fund. The mission of the fund is to advance ideas for sustainable regional cooperation in Central
Europe. This project was made possible through Strategic Grant No. 22020071 from the International Visegrad Fund.



